
























Friends of Dyffryn Gardens Society Fundraising 2023 

We have been asked by Dyffryn to sponsor two benches for placement on either side 

of the glasshouse terrace. The bench is inspired by Thomas Mawson’s early 1900s 

designs depicted in his catalogue which has inspired many of the seats at Dyffryn over 

the years and plays an important role in supporting the Grade 1 registered gardens’ 

distinctive character. Mawson was the original designer of the garden with Reginald 

Cory. 

 

 

The Ambleside seat is the design selected for the glasshouse and will be finished in 

off white to complement the structure. Unfortunately, the attractive original price of £5 

10 shillings has escalated to £2,600 for each bench! The committee has approved the 

purchase of one from existing society funds and taken the sponsoring of the second 

as our main fundraiser for 2023. Each bench will have plaques on the side arms in 

recognition of the Society’s support with wording along the lines of: 

Funded through the Friends of Dyffryn Gardens 

in commemoration of 40 years of the Society 

2023 

Donations towards the second seat are welcome at any time. Our special evening 

celebration in June will also be a fundraising event for this.  

Should funds be sufficient for the bench and more, the society will be supporting 

Dyffryn’s proposals for further tree planting later in the year. 

 



AGM 10th May 2023  

Our annual meeting will be in the Cory Education Centre at 2pm. This will be followed 

by an illustrated talk by John Devonshire and Ray Crozier on the Edith Adie 

Watercolour paintings of Dyffryn. These were commissioned in 1923 and are a 

beautiful depiction of the gardens in their heyday. After the talk, Gerry Donovan will 

lead a walk to areas of the gardens that Edith painted.  

 

AGM Agenda Item 9: Proposal to increase subscriptions.  

 

Our current subscriptions have remained fixed for several years. They are used to 

cover the administration costs of the society such as postage, printing the newsletters, 

insurance and sponsoring items for Dyffryn. Past sponsorship examples include the 

mobility scooter and buggy, various plants and this year, the benches. There also 

needs to be sufficient funds to cover deposits for trips both for the venues, when 

required, and the coaches. We also need some funds to underwrite any events which 

do not break even, though very thankfully your support has ensured this has not 

happened recently.  With all this in mind, the society’s Treasurer has advised to keep 

an annual operating fund of around £2,000 in our account.  

2023  
Subscription Comparison 

Single 
Membership 

Joint 
Membership 

Student 
membership 

Friends of Dyffryn £7 £12 N/A 

Friends of Tredegar £14 £20 N/A 

Cowbridge Physic Garden £15 £25 £5 

 

In the context of other similar society’s such as Friends of Tredegar House and 

Cowbridge Physic Garden we are currently a wonderful bargain. However, with 

burgeoning costs, we are proposing to increase our subscription for 2024 and again 

in 2025 to bring us to a comparable position. We would also introduce the new student 

membership rate to encourage a wide range of support for the society. 

Friends Of Dyffryn Subscriptions 2024/25 2025/26 

Single Membership £10 £14 

Joint membership £15 £20 

Student £5 £5 
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